Bombay. Is it too much when I say that the Government in-
vited violence and did not want the movement to proceed on
peaceful lines?
Now let me remind you of an occasion of an open rebellion
when you played an important part. I refer to the famous
Bardoli Satyagraha under Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. He was
conducting a campaign of civil disobedience. It had evidently
reached a stage when the then Governor of Bombay felt that
there should be a peaceful end to the struggle. You will remem-
ber that the result of an interview between H. E. the then
Governor and the Sardar was the appointment of a committee
of which you were a distinguished member. And the commit-
tee's findings were for the most part in favour of the civil
registers. Of course you may say, if you wish, that the Governor
made a mistake in negotiating with the rebel, and so did you
in accepting the appointment. Consider the reverse position,
what would have happened, if instead of appointing a commit-
tee the Governor had attempted heavy repression. Would not
the Government have been held responsible for an outbreak
of violence if the people had lost self-control?
17. "Government does hold Mr. Gandhi responsible for the recent
happenings that have so disturbed the peace of India, caused so much
loss of life and property of innocent persons and brought the country
to the brink of a terrible danger. I do not say he had any personal
complicity in acts of violence,.. .but it was he that put the match
to the train carefully laid beforehand by himself and his colleagues.
That he was forced to do so prematurely was not his fault but our
fortune. This was the method by which they hoped to gain their
ends. They may seek to repudiate it, now that it has proved un-
successful, but the responsibility is theirs none-the-less___If
Mr. Gandhi wished to dissociate himself from them, he could have
spoken for himself without consulting the members of the Working
Committee. Can he then, without cancelling the Congress rebellion,
without reparation, without even assurances for the future, claim at
any moment to step back as though nothing had happened into the
public life of the country and be received by Government and society
as a good citizen?"
I can accept no responsibility for the unfortunate happen-
ings described by you. I have no doubt whatsoever that history
will record that the responsibility for the happenings was
wholly that of the Government. In the nature of things I could
not put a match to a train which for one thing was never laid.
And if the train was never laid, the question of prematureness
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